
and trying to make a 

difference in their own way, 

the better way for all. 

     Praise God! We are now 

in the threshold of a new 

year of 2016, praying, and 

discerning what this new 

year is going to be look like.   

     Have you thought about 

your new year’s resolution 

yet? Even if we sometimes 

cannot make them 

throughout the year, it is 

important to have 

one so that you 

have a goal. 

     Perhaps that 

goal could be 

restoration of your 

covenant with the 

Lord, or whatever 

will that God has 

spoken towards 

you in a unique 

way. It is very 

important to have 

a personal 

relationship with 

the Lord so that 

you might be able 

to listen for those 

small voices.  As I 

Pray For The  

New Year 
“For God so loved the 

world that he gave his one 

and only son, that 

whoever believes in him 

shall not perish but have 

eternal life.” (John 3:16) 

     Greetings in the name 

of Jesus Christ! 

B 
y the time you 

read this, we may 

have already 

celebrated Jesus’ 

birthday.  It is 

somewhat strange 

for me to think of 

the month ahead 

of time always, 

anticipating and 

expecting 

something good to 

happen around us, 

within our 

community, and 

throughout the 

world in the midst 

of all the natural 

disasters and 

unfortunate 

mishaps.  

     When I first arrived in 

the United States, not as a 

student, but as a resident, 

I was able to drive around 

to explore the areas, and 

noticed there were many 

houses with the message 

“John 3:16” in their front 

yard.  It was such a 

comfort for me to see 

them, because it means 

that there are still many 

families believing in God, 

WORSHIP IN      

JANUARY 
Jan. 3—Rev.  Dawn Yoon, 

Isaiah 60:1-6, Psalm 72:1-7, 

10-14, Matthew 2:1-12 

Jan. 10—Rev. Dawn Yoon,  

Isaiah 43:1-7, Psalm 29, 

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

Jan. 17—Rev. Dawn Yoon, 

Isaiah  62:1-5, Psalm 36:5-

10, John 2:1-11 

Jan. 24—Rev. Dawn Yoon, 

Psalm 19, 1 Corinthians 

12:12-31a, Luke 4:14-21 

Jan. 31—Rev. Dawn Yoon, 

Psalm 71:1-6, 1 Corinthians 

13:1-13, Luke 4:21-30 

January 2016 
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have already preached so 

many times, there are many 

means of grace you could 

approach if you are an infant 

Christian.  I truly believe that 

you all are adult Christians.  

     Let us give thanks and 

praise to our awesome God 

for giving us this new 

beginning! 

     I look forward to serving 

the Lord as a team with you 

all! 

—Pastor  Yoon 



Hear Our Sermons and  

Watch Our  

Services Online.                               

Click on the Links at 
www.PatchogueUMC.org 

Religious Voices Back  

Climate Accord 

T 
he river in central Liberia 

where Jefferson Knight used 

to play and fish as a child has 

completely dried up due to serious 

drought. 

     His country’s experience of climate 

change gave Knight, who works for 

the United Methodist Church in Libe-

ria, a very specific reason to attend 

the Paris climate summit. 

     On Dec. 12, 195 countries signed 

an accord at the United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate 

Change—popularly known as 

COP21—making a historic commit-

ment to lower the greenhouse gas 

emissions that cause global warming. 

“I think it is a stronger outcome than 

most observers expected,” said John 

Hill, an executive with the United 

Methodist Board of Church and Socie-

ty who was present throughout the 

convention and sent a video message 

after hearing final word of the agree-

ment on his flight home. 

     What made a difference during the 

Nov. 30-Dec. 12 summit, in Hill’s 

view, were the relationships devel-

oped and stories heard from the com-

munities most affected by climate 

change. The result is not a solution, 

he added, but a path and a frame-

work to work towards a solution. 

Knight, who was part of Church and 

Society’s COP21 delegation, had ac-

cess for two days to the “blue zone” 

inside the official conference, where 

he connected with other civil society 

groups and met government repre-

sentatives, including those from Libe-

ria. 

     Such access was an important advo-

cacy tool for their delegation, said the 

Rev. Liberato Bautista, who also was in 

Paris as head of the agency’s U.N. 

office. 

     "Physical presence at the official ven-

ue is crucial,” he explained. “By our 

presence, we made known to the nego-

tiators that we put value to the govern-

mental process, and that we are watch-

ing and monitoring what they say and 

do.” 

Taking care of God’s creation 

     Knight also came to Paris as part of 

the United Methodist Board of Global 

Ministries’ Creation Care Team, led by 

the Rev. Pat Watkins. “Personally, I see 

my being on the Caretakers of God's 

Creation Team as a calling and one of 

my Christian responsibilities to ensure 

that God's creation is properly taken 

care of,” Knight told United Methodist 

News Service. 

     His fellow team members have the 

same perspective. The Rev. Marietjie 

Odendaal, pastor of Gelterkinden Unit-

ed Methodist Church in Switzerland, 

was encouraged to learn from of a pro-

ject about the biblical witness of caring 

for the earth. 

     “I hope that will enrich the language 

we generate to talk about the issue and 

also enlarge our options for engaging as 

Christians, together and with groups 

outside of the church,” she said. 

     Sotico Pagulayan III, a Global Minis-

tries team member who works for the 

United Methodist Church in Cambodia, 

said he struggled with the idea of going 

to Paris after the deadly terrorist 

attacks on Nov. 13. 

Continued on Page 5 

Circle of Concern 
For Bereavement: Florence Carde 

 

For Guidance and Healing:  

Steve Rea, Liza Burell, Marisol Marita, 
Erlinda Hill  
  

These Who are Hospitalized: 

Maureen Blair 

 

These who are in Rehab or Nursing 

Care Facilities:  

     Geri Sheridan in Sunrise Sr. Center, 

320 Patchogue-Holbrook Rd., 

Holbrook, NY. 

     John Vander Zalm in Brookhaven 

Health Care Facility, 801 Gazzolla 

Drive, E. Patchogue, NY. 

     Leona Kreamer in Brookhaven Me-

morial Hospital, 101 Hospital Rd.,  E. 

Patchogue, NY. 

     Alice Zahnd in Affinity Skilled Liv-

ing, 305 Locust Ave., Oakdale, NY. 

     Ed Dew in Sunrise Assisted Living, 

Waverly Avenue, Holbrook, NY.  

 

Pray for our church and her future 

directions! Prayer cards are located at 

the ushers’ stations in back of the 

sanctuary. Your joys & concerns are 

important to us; let us pray for you! 

Please put completed prayer cards in 

the offering plate or the Prayer Re-

quest Form on our webpage at 

www.patchogueumc.org. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/12/13/world/europe/climate-change-accord-paris.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/12/13/world/europe/climate-change-accord-paris.html?_r=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VTJGjIlR6TI&list=PLKbXvgM3JlNYaGBY_zvB0aGkB9x3YRk_5&index=1
http://www.cnbc.com/2015/12/13/paris-climate-agreement-all-you-need-to-know.html
http://www.cnbc.com/2015/12/13/paris-climate-agreement-all-you-need-to-know.html
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/creation-care-team-brings-global-perspective
http://www.patchogueumc.org


 



We Begin A Year 

of Celebration 

H 
appy Birthday to us!  Hap-

py birthday to us!   

     Our church in this com-

munity is now 225 years old, and the 

building is 125 years old.   

     It all started with John Wesley as 

we know. He spread the gospel to our 

country via circuit riders. One of them 

was Benja-

min Ab-

bott who 

came to 

our com-

munity  

and con-

verted our 

founder, 

Ezra 

Tuttle, to 

Methodism.   

     Ezra was an oysterman and sea 

captain of New England stock.  His 

father was a Revolutionary War sol-

dier who saw the Battle of Bunker Hill 

at age 12. 

     From 

simply a 

charter 

member of 

the Meth-

odist Soci-

ety, Sea 

Captain 

Ezra 

Tuttle, “…

under a 

divine call 

to engage in the Lord’s work, sold his 

vessel, bought a farm and devoted 

himself to the work of a local preach-

er, ordained as a deacon in 1806. He 

held services in this place as well as 

Patchogue Is An Early Part 
of Methodist History 

T 
he United Methodist Church 

shares a common history and 

heritage with other Methodist 

and Wesleyan bodies. The lives and 

ministries of John 

Wesley (1703–1791) 

and of his brother, 

Charles (1707–1788), 

mark the origin of 

their common roots. 

Both John and Charles 

were Church of Eng-

land missionaries to the colony of 

Georgia, arriving in March 1736. It was 

their only occasion to visit America. 

Their mission was far from an unquali-

fied success, and both returned to Eng-

land disillusioned and discouraged, 

Charles in December 1736, and John in 

February 1738. 

     Both of the Wesley brothers had 

transforming religious experiences in 

May 1738. John’s heart “was strangely 

warmed” at a prayer meeting on Al-

dersgate Street in London. In the years 

following, the Wesleys succeeded in 

leading a lively renewal movement in 

the Church of England. As the Method-

ist movement grew, it became appar-

ent that their ministry would spread to 

the American colonies as some Meth-

odists made the exhausting and haz-

ardous Atlantic voyage to the New 

World. 

     Organized Methodism in America 

began as a lay movement. Among its 

earliest leaders were Robert Straw-

bridge, an immigrant farmer who orga-

nized work about 1760 in Maryland 

and Virginia, Philip Embury and his  

Continued on Page 7 

Ronkonkoma, Hauppauge, Middle 

Island and Fire Island, preaching more 

sermons and attending more funerals  

 in the course of 40 years than any 

other Long Island Methodist preach-

er.” (This quote is taken from the his-

tory written by Sara Bransford, who 

was our historian for many years.) 

     In 1791 Ezra got together a small 

group of neighbors and friends from 

Patchogue. The first meeting place 

was his home.  

     Because of the love and pouring 

out of service and welcome by him 

and his wife, Charity, it became 

known as “The Pilgrim’s Tavern”.  It 

was on the east side of Atlantic Ave, 

just south of where Weeks St. enters 

it from River Ave.  That was our first 

meeting place. 

     Our first regular preachers lived in 

the homes of some of our parishion-

ers. Frequently they would live with 

the Daniel Haff family or the Albert 

Overton family. They were granted 

$12 a month for room and $10 per 

month for board. Figures rose up-

wardly over the years. 

     Next month we will go on to the 

next chapter of our history. 

—Wendy Hollowell,  Historian 

Ed. Note: Patchogue is the second 

oldest United Methodist Church on 

Long Island. Commack was founded in 

1783. 

Charity Tuttle 

Ezra Tuttle 
The Pilgrim's Tavern 

John Wesley 



UMW 

O 
ne of the things I've always 

cherished about UMW is 

the fundamental principle 

of 'being in mission.'   

     Whether that principle manifests 

itself in hands on ways such as pre-

paring and delivering 100 bag lunches 

to the Far Rockaway Mission or in 

providing financial help to a local 

woman or family in need, or by do-

nating money to projects around the 

world, it reflects our commitment to 

follow Jesus' commandment to "love 

our neighbor as ourselves".   

     Recognizing the value and worth of 

every human being and reaching out 

with a helping hand and loving heart 

is our way of following Jesus. 

     To earn the money to make things 

happen, we sponsor the annual holi-

day fair, host a retreat at Camp Quini-

pet, have a "no lunch luncheon" for 

Mothers Day, and have one or two 

"wine and cheese" gatherings. 

(yippee). 

     The following are the uses we will 

make of the funds earned this year: 

     $1500 pledge to the district and 

conference UMW for missions around 

the world. 

     $1000 to our own church to sup-

port our ministries. 

     $800 to Wesley Dinners - we have 

been a supporter since the beginning 

in 2010. 

     $200 to Church World Service to 

buy blankets for refugees as winter 

arrives. 

     $200 to Heifer International 

to  purchase honey bees, baby chicks, 

and an irrigation pump to improve 

the lives of struggling people in places 

like Central America and Africa. 

     In addition, we will also provide 

scholarship gifts to graduating high 

school seniors as we do every year, 

and we will buy two new tables for 

Wesley Hall. 

     We generally meet the 3rd Satur-

day of every month, at 9:30 am.  Eve-

ryone is welcome. 

—Barbara Becker 

 

Climate Accord  

(From Page2) 
     However, he wrote, God “touched 

my core,” reminding Pagulayan “that 

He put me in this position and situa-

tion to brightly shine His light to this 

ever-decaying world…I knew God 

called me in this specific time of his-

tory to be a source of hope and an 

agent of change and transformation.” 

Like Knight and Pagulayan, United 

Methodists and Methodists from vari-

ous parts of the world came to Paris 

already aware of the effects of cli-

mate change in their communities. 

In Argentina, rainfall has been double 

the average, causing problems for 

farmers and sanitation issues in big 

cities, noted Anahí Alberti, a Global 

Ministries team member from Salta. 

In the northwest region where she 

lives, not having the usual six-month 

dry season means more insects and 

“will affect the entire population in 

terms of subtropical infectious diseas-

es, which mostly are transmitted by 

insect.” 

Reaction to agreement 

     For Watkins, a United Methodist 

missionary assigned to “the care of 

God’s creation,” the final COP21 

agreement highlighted the more im-

portant work that the creation care 

team did together in Paris. 

     But he celebrates the accord, while 

just a starting place, as an achieve-

ment that eluded world leaders six 

year ago in Copenhagen. 

     “Copenhagen was an effort to try 

to create one agreement that would 

be binding on all the countries,” Wat-

kins pointed out. “It was pretty much 

a failure.” 

     For the 2015 summit, each country 

was asked to submit an action plan 

based on its own economic and politi-

cal situation and its capacity to make 

changes. This time, he said, “there 

just seems to be far more agreement, 

almost universal agreement, that 

we’ve got to do something.” 

     Kirby Fullerton, a member of First 

United Methodist Church in Little 

Rock, Arkansas, and part of the UK 

Youth Climate Coalition's delegation 

in Paris, expressed her disappoint-

ment that human and indigenous 

rights and gender equality were not 

specifically addressed in the final op-

erative agreement. 

     “Reaching a zero carbon future is 

intrinsically linked to achieving a 

more fair and just, healthy planet,” 

Fullerton, a second-year student at 

the University of Edinburgh in Scot-

land, wrote in an email. 

     But she finds herself hopeful that 

grass roots-level solutions will follow. 

“This is simply the start of legal, long-

term and comprehensive solutions to 

the greatest challenge humanity will 

face this century.” 

—Linda Bloom, UMNS 



 

 

 

A Note About Restoring Hope 

     Our Restoring Hope  capital campaign was completed 
several years ago but funds may continue to be contrib-
uted. All Restoring Hope contributions go to the Trus-
tees who have continuing building expenses but no oth-
er current source of revenue. 
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Methodist History  

(from Page 4) 
cousin, Barbara Heck, who began work 
in New York in 1766, and Captain 

Thomas Webb, whose labors were 

instrumental in Methodist beginnings 

in  Philadelphia in 1767. African Ameri-

cans participated actively in these 

groundbreaking and formational initia-

tives though much of that contribution 

was acknowledged without much bio-

graphical detail. 

     To strengthen the Methodist work 

in the colonies, John Wesley sent two 

of his lay preachers, Richard Board-

man and Joseph Pilmore, to America 

in 1769. Two years later Richard 

Wright and Francis Asbury were also 

dispatched by Wesley to undergird the 

growing American Methodist socie-

ties. Francis Asbury became the most 

important figure in early American 

Methodism. His energetic devotion to 

the principles of Wesleyan theology, 

ministry, and organization shaped 

Methodism in America in a way un-

matched by any other individual. In 

addition to the preachers sent by Wes-

ley, some Methodists in the colonies 

also answered the call to become lay 

preachers in the movement. 

     The first conference of Methodist 

preachers in the colonies was held in 

Philadelphia in 1773. The ten who 

attended took several important ac-

tions. They pledged allegiance to Wes-

ley’s leadership and agreed that they 

would not administer the sacraments 

because they were laypersons. Their 

people were to receive the sacra-

ments of baptism and the Lord’s Sup-

per at the local Anglican parish church.   

They emphasized strong discipline 

among the societies and preachers. A 

system of regular conferences of the 

preachers was inaugurated similar to 

those Wesley had instituted in Eng-

land to conduct the business of the 

Methodist movement. 

     The American Revolution had a 

profound impact on Methodism. John 

Wesley’s Toryism and his writings 

against the revolutionary cause did 

not enhance the image of Methodism 

among many who supported inde-

pendence. Furthermore, a number of 

Methodist preachers refused to bear 

arms to aid the patriots. 

     When independence from England 

had been won, Wesley recognized 

that changes were necessary in Amer-

ican Methodism. He sent Thomas 

Coke to America to superintend the 

work with Asbury. Coke brought with 

him a prayer book titled The Sunday 

Service of the Methodists in North 

America, prepared by Wesley and 

incorporating his revision of the 

Church of England’s Thirty-Nine Arti-

cles of Religion. Two other preachers, 

Richard Whatcoat and Thomas Vasey, 

whom Wesley had ordained, accom-

panied Coke. Wesley’s ordinations set 

a precedent that ultimately permitted 

Methodists in America to become an 

independent church. 

     In December 1784, the famous 

Christmas Conference of preachers 

was held in Baltimore at Lovely Lane 

Chapel to chart the future course of 

the movement in America. Most of 

the American preachers attended, 

probably including two African Ameri-

cans, Harry Hosier and Richard Allen. 

It was at this gathering that the 

movement became organized as The 

Methodist Episcopal Church in Amer-

ica. 

     In the years following the Christ-

mas Conference, The Methodist Epis-

copal Church published its first Disci-

pline (1785), adopted a quadrennial 

General Conference, the first of 

which was held in 1792, drafted a 

Constitution in 1808, refined its 

structure, established a publishing 

house, and became an ardent propo-

nent of revivalism and the camp 

meeting. 

     As The Methodist Episcopal 

Church was in its infancy, two other 

churches were being formed. In their 

earliest years they were composed 

almost entirely of German-speaking 

people. The first was founded by 

Philip William Otterbein (1726–1813) 

and Martin Boehm (1725–1812). 

Otterbein, a German Reformed pas-

tor, and Boehm, a Mennonite, 

preached an evangelical message 

and experience similar to the Meth-

odists. In 1800 their followers for-

mally organized the Church of the 

United Brethren in Christ. A second 

church, The Evangelical Association, 

was begun by Jacob Albright (1759–

1808), a Lutheran farmer and 

tilemaker in eastern Pennsylvania 

who had been converted and nur-

tured under Methodist teaching. The 

Evangelical Association was officially 

organized in 1803. These two church-

es were to unite with each other in 

1946 and with The Methodist Church 

in 1968 to form The United Method-

ist Church.  

—The Book of Discipline of the  

United Methodist Church 



A Year of Time 
…Though even thinking on the subject 

of time may prove discomforting, it is 

not a bad idea—especially at the be-

ginning of a new year. 

    As we look into 2016 we look at a 

block of time. We see 12 months, 52 

weeks, 365 days, 8,760 hours, 525,600 

minutes, 31,536,000 seconds. And all 

is a gift from God. We have done 

nothing to deserve it, earn it, or pur-

chase it. Like the air we breathe, time 

comes to us as a part of life. 

    The gift of time is not ours alone. It 

is given equally to each person. Rich 

and poor, educated and ignorant, 

strong and weak—every man, woman 

and child has the same twenty-four 

hours every day. 

    Another important thing about time 

is that you cannot stop it. There is no 

10 Church St., Patchogue, NY 11772 

 

Rev. Hyo Jung (Dawn) Yoon, Pastoral Minister 

Camille Flynn, Administrative Assistant 

Office Phone: 631-475-0381 | Fax: 631-475-3132 

Email: office@PatchogueUmc.org 

Worship Video Live Streaming at PatchogueUMC.Org 

 

Sunday Worship—10 AM | Sunday School—10 AM 

Fellowship Coffee Hour—11 AM 

Hearing assistance provided 
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The deadline for the February issue  

of The Link is January 25.   

Please email your copy to 

gbhoag@optonline.net. 

January Birthdays 
Jan. 11  Abdiel Sanchez 

Jan. 27  Michael Janson   

way to slow it down, turn it off, or ad-

just it. Time marches on. 

    And you cannot bring back time. 

Once it is gone, it is gone. Yesterday is 

lost forever. If yesterday is lost, to-

morrow is uncertain. We may look 

ahead at a full year’s block of time, 

but we really have no guarantee that 

we will experience any of it. 

    Obviously, time is one of our most 

precious possessions. We can waste it. 

We can worry over it. We can spend it 

on ourselves. Or, as good stewards, 

we can invest it in the kingdom of 

God. 

    The new year is full of time. As the 

seconds tick away, will you be tossing 

time out the window, or will you make 

every minute count? 

—Steven B. Cloud 


